REGILDING THE CRESCENT
their operations.    The abolition of the Capitula-
tions is also among the ambitions of the Young
Turks.     The  Capitulations   are  those treaties
made between the Porte and the Powers, under
which foreign residents in the Empire enjoy,
among other privileges, the right of trial in their
own consular courts.    The recent case of a Ger-
man subject being irregularly tried and sentenced
at Salonika was one of the rare infringements of
these privileges  which the  Turks  occasionally
permit themselves.     The British charter dates
from 1675.    Under the " most favoured nation "
clause,  the subjects  of all Powers  with such
treaties enjoy practically the same privileges and
immunities, though there are isolated cases in
which  one Power may have put  a particular
interpretation on some clause.     Can the early
abolition  of the  Capitulations be  regarded as
within the region of practical politics ?    I doubt
it, though I am reluctant to wound the suscepti-
bilities of the Turks.    The Young Turks  are
doubtless imbued with the honest desire to make
Turkish justice  something better than the by-
word it has been for so long; yet, before there
can be any serious talk of abrogating these privi-
leges of  foreign subjects in the Empire,  the
Courts of Justice need overhauling, the Judges
must be better and more regularly paid to put
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